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ART NEWS 

Winter exhibitions at  
The Lost & Found
By Nurielle Stern and Chris Harry
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FRANCIS MUSCAT: GELLIE SERIES, 2022.  
FLAME CUT GLASS, TINTED ACRYLIC ADHESIVE

The Lost & Found (TLAF) 
is a new art space 
located at 420 Queen 
St E in Corktown. Just 
in time for the holidays, 
the gallery presented 
BOREALIS, an exhibition 
of small works curated by 
artist Rashmi Baird. 

Baird writes: “Four artists from the 
close-knit creative community of 
Uxbridge present an exhibition of 
luminous works that explore themes of 
light, colour, vibrancy, and reflection. 
As the world fills with conflicts and 
uncertainty, light reflects both fragility 
and hope.” 

Rashmi Baird is a printmaker and 
interdisciplinary artist. Her dry point 
and intaglio limited edition prints 
explore imagery from the natural 
world, creatures of our imagination, 
and human relationships. rashmibaird.
com
 
Sculptor Fly Freeman trained as a stone 
carver in Scotland before moving to 
Canada. She now combines glass, paper, 
and wood to create airy sculptural 
forms. Her work investigates the unseen 
physical forces of gravity and friction, 
balance and tension. flyfreeman.com

Renowned glass artist and educator, 
Francis Muscat, creates additive 
sculptures combining glass with other 
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Hall officially opened in January of 
1915 and upon completion, the edifice 
housed three additional rental units 
that allowed for income to its owners. 
This included the Imperial Theatre that 
served as a community meeting and 
entertainment venue; completed at a 
time when neighbourhood nickelodeons 
were increasingly popular. In comparison, 
when the Idle Hour opened there were 
approximately 30 film and variety show 
venues. Yet, six years later there were just 
over one hundred throughout Toronto.

The buildings first two occupants included 
William Sullivan who operated a drug 
store at the corner of Tracy (formerly 

Following this, the expected timeline is 
as follows…

 » March 2022 to May 2023: Design 
development

 » June 2023 to August 2023: Project 
approvals

 » November 2023 to January 2024: 
Hire a construction team for Phase 
1 work

 » April 2024: Phase 1 construction 
starts

 » September 2024: Phase 1 
construction complete

 » 2026 to 2028: Phase 2 construction

The timeline is subject to change.

Currently we are awaiting news on the 
commencement on the next step and 
will keep you posted.

To follow our latest updates or just to 
look at cute puppy pics, you can find us 
on instagram @dogsofcorktown as well 
as on Facebook.

We wanted to be in the discussion of 
how our community was shaped, and 
we wanted our dogs to be part of our 
community. 

We still do.

From that day to this we have been 
focused on being part of the solution and 
not the problem. To be an active part of 
the community and work hand in hand 
with the community to shape the way 
we all live in this space we call our home. 

Participating and hosting community 
events like our spring “Scoop the Poop 
Day” where we encourage anyone in the 
community to join in cleaning up the 
park and surrounding areas after the 
winter so that the staff does not have 
to do it alone. And Howloween in the 
Park where our four legged pals get to 
strut their stuff in a myriad of creative 
costumes. As well as getting our message 
out in many local media sources over the 
years.

Our big focus over the years has been 
advocating for a suitable and safe space 
for the local dogs to be exercised and 
socialized that melds with the community.

We have been on this path through 
two city councillors (starting on our 
third!), exponential area growth and a 
pandemic. Often when we thought we 
were close, one thing or another popped 
up to delay progress, but we are still here. 

We are going to keep working and 
advocating so we can all live together in 
this wonderful area we call Corktown. 

Most recently there have been public 
meetings and city planners looking at 
potential DOLA sites.. with the western 
end of the Underpass Park being the 
final choice. 

The project has experience some 
contracting delays and as a result the 
initial start date of Oct 2023 has now 
been pushed back to spring 2024. 

Xxx
By Xxx

Xxx

Xxx

Our big focus over the years 
has been advocating for 
a suitable and safe space 
for the local dogs to be 
exercised and socialized 
that melds with the 
community.

Dogs of Corktown 
By Kristin Halliwill

“Dogs of Corktown” was formed in early 2016 by a 
group of local residents who wanted to ensure that 
we had a part in shaping the direction of our growing 
community. 

CRBA 
President
Update
By Coralina Lemos, CRBA President

Greetings fellow neighbours. 

April and May of 2023 saw our board 
busy at work thanks to a couple of grants 
earmarked for community improvement 
and engagement. This included an Earth 
Day Clean-Up, Tree Giveaway, and our 
first Victoria Day Block Party event 
attended by MP Marci Ien and Councillor 
Chris Moise. The event featured live 
fiddle music, face painting for youngsters, 
and free food. A note of appreciation 
is extended to local photographer A.J. 
Messier, of Hogtown Studios T.O., who 
photographed these events so we can 
share them with you on our website: 
corktown.ca and click — CRBA Events.

Another local activity was the addition of 
pollinator native plants at Sackville Park 
made possible by a Hydro One grant and 
help from our Green Team volunteers. 
To end 2023, the CRBA held a contest 
geared at supporting our local main street 
business community. A note of gratitude 
is extended to the Distillery Winter 
Village for donating 8 digital passes to 
Illuminarium Winter Wonderland. 

Work on the future Metrolinx 
Corktown Station, at Berkeley and 
King, is attracting developers and new 
businesses to our community. Young 
professionals with families are choosing 
to call our neighbourhood home still, a 
common outcry I often hear is the lack 
of primary care services, affordable 
daycare, concerns around homelessness, 
and new development that lacks 
affordable units. Also, as Heritage Lead, 
another concern is the impact of Bill 23 
on Corktown’s stock of heritage listed 
properties and the threat of demolition 
vs. sustainable adaptive reuse. 

As President of the Corktown Residents 
and Business Association (CRBA), my 
focus is on the issues and concerns of 
the Corktown community whether it be 
related to development and planning, 
safety, heritage, or main street business. 
We are a small board of volunteers 
always looking for skilled members who 
are able to contribute time to projects. To 
volunteer, be added to our mail list for 
community updates, or should you have 
an issue that has not been addressed 
appropriately by the city then drop us a 
line at info@corktown.ca. Talk soon!

hall. Following the purchase, architect 
Charles J. Read was hired to design and 
manage the construction of a three-
storey building and basement. 

On Sunday, May 24, 1914, the building 
corner-stone was laid in the presence of 
a number of people, area school children 
and special guests. St. Paul’s Parish 

Few know that in the early 1900s, the 
area around Queen and Parliament 
Streets was dubbed the “high rent 
district” by John F. Brown, owner of the 
Home Furniture and Carpet Company 
Ltd. This was where Eastenders came to 
shop, whether it was for a pair of shoes 
from Mr. Walkin, a new hat from Sarah 
Willinsky’s millinery shop, a musical 
instrument at G.W. Shepheard’s, or view 
an amusing silent movie at the Idle 
Hour Theatre, ca. 1909, Corktown’s first 
movie house. 

Main street real estate was scarce but 
when a lumber yard at the northwest 
corner of Queen and Tracy Streets came 
up for sale in 1912, the Very Reverend 
John L. Hand of St. Paul’s Catholic 
Church, on Power Street, did all he 
could to acquire the lot for a parish 

THEN & NOW

Corktown’s Last Picture Show
By Coralina Lemos, corktownhistory.com

It’s interesting how we walk past houses and buildings all the time, yet are unaware of the stories behind 
these structures that form the landscape of our community. 

2024

1919

Starting in the 1920s the 
Imperial was renamed 
the Paulton Theatre and 
subsequently, the Rialto 
until the 1940s when its 
newly installed marquee 
displayed—the Empire. 

...the Imperial Theatre that 
served as a community 
meeting and entertainment 
venue; completed at a 
time when neighbourhood 
nickelodeons were 
increasingly popular.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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materials. Working with landscape 
architects and designers, he has 
realized indoor and outdoor projects 
both for private residences and public 
spaces. His current work focuses 
on the architectural and figurative. 
francismuscat.ca

Artist Lynne McIlvride has shown work 
across Canada and the US. Lynne’s latest 
work is a series of lusciously painted 
low relief basswood sculptures. Hand-
carved, painted with acrylic paint and 
sometimes gilded, they are a tribute to 
the common magic of cats. Earlier work 
includes a fleet of boats made of sardine 
cans, cupboards holding domestic 
tornados, ten-foot watercolours 
of mountain ranges, labyrinths, 
dancing skeletons and more. www.
LynneMcilvride.ART

The exhibition, which ran from 
December 14 through the 23rd, wasg 
brought neighbours together from all 
over the East End and the gallery looks 
forward to hosting many more similar 
events. 

This year, Shadio Hussein and Funmi 
Ajala of Muse & Museums has been 
curating a solo exhibition called The 
Blueprint featuring artist Zandra 
“UNKWKNZJ” Jack. Muse & Museums 
is a Black-owned and POC-focused 
experimental platform and publication 
in Toronto that highlights local and 
international artists. museandmuseums.
com and unkwnzj.com

The Blueprint, taking place in March 
2024, is supported by the Ontario Arts 
Council. The exhibition celebrates 
Black culture and questions who 
gets to be beautiful in contemporary 
society. UNKWKNZJ is a Toronto-
based mixed media multidisciplinary 
visual artist whose work engages with 
depictions of Black features that are 
often ridiculed or thought undesirable. 
Through exaggeration and enlargement, 
UNKWKNZJ calls attention to 
traditional standards of beauty and 
explores what happens when they are 

discarded. This will be her first solo 
exhibition in Toronto. UNKWKNZJ will 
teach a workshop in collage techniques 
as part of the exhibition programming. 
Please check www.tlaf.ca for more 
information on this and future shows.

The Lost & Found is artist-run and aims 
to provide exhibition space for artists 
in a city where space is at a premium. 
By presenting curated exhibitions, we 
hope to create opportunities for artists to 
engage with the surrounding community. 
TLAF does not take a cut of sales, and 
supports artists with experimental and 
under-represented practices. 
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The Lost & Found is artist-
run and aims to provide 
exhibition space for artists 
in a city where space is at a 
premium. 

LYNNE MCILVRIDE WITH HER SCULPTURES

CONNECTING CORKTOWN

Moise’s 
Message
By Chris Moise

Hanover Pl) and William Sturgess, 
theatre manager from Detroit Michigan 
who oversaw the daily operations of the 
Imperial Theatre, Corktown’s second 
motion picture and vaudeville venue. 

Notably, this theatre underwent 
name changes that occurred due to 
renovation, address or management 
staff turnover. Starting in the 1920s 
the Imperial was renamed the Paulton 
Theatre and subsequently, the Rialto 
until the 1940s when its newly installed 
marquee displayed—the Empire. 

In 1926, as silent movies were 
transitioning to sound, Brothers Hyman 
and Charles Rothenberg began managing 
the Rialto Theatre. Throughout their 
work-life and with help from family, the 
two men oversaw the operations of a 
handful of Toronto movie and vaudeville 
locations at different time periods. 
At last count this included the Rex, 
Greenwood, Mary Pickford, Chateau, 
and Rialto (renamed the Empire). 

The prospects of theatre ownership 
must have seemed promising to the 
Rotenbergs despite newspaper reports 
that motion picture laboratories 
were predicting the transmission of 
Hollywood movies through home 
TVs. By World War II the brothers 
were leasing the Chateau and Empire 
theatres, in addition to a small store 
within the Parish Hall complex. A 
new canopy marquee was installed 
and seating capacity increased but 
home television sales resulted in the 
downturn of movie ticket revenue. 

As to when the last movie played on the 
silver screen of the Empire Theatre has 
yet to be verified, but it’s estimated to 
have been between 1955-57. By 1963 the 
former Empire Theatre showed obvious 
signs of deterioration including the 
absence of marquee sign lettering. That 
same year the Little Brothers of The Good 
Shepherd took over the management 
and eventual ownership of the building, 
with the goal of repurposing it into a 
hostel for homeless men; marking its 
60th anniversary in September 2023. 
 
It is the opinion of the writer that this 
location, like other historic buildings 
in Corktown, deserves a heritage plaque 
as a reminder of people and events that 
have shaped the built heritage of this 
neighbourhood.

LAST PICTURE SHOW... CONTINUED 

As to when the last movie 
played on the silver screen 
of the Empire Theatre has 
yet to be verified...

Hello, Corktown! As your representative 
at City Council, I’m excited to share 
the progress and initiatives we’ve been 
working on together. 

In the spirit of collaboration, I’ve been 
actively involved in various committees 
— 13 to be precise, the most of any 
Councillor. These engagements have 
allowed me to contribute to the ongoing 
progress of our city.

Our new local office is a testament 
to our commitment to accessibility 
and openness. I’m diligently working 
to preserve a significant site on the 

first Parliament grounds, a piece of 
our history that deserves protection. 
Bike lanes along Adelaide have been 
reconfigured, and discussions are 
underway to add stop lights at Power 
Street, enhancing safety in our 
community.

Excitingly, I’ve been in talks with 
developers about bringing a new grocery 
store to the Corktown area. Our shared 
vision is to transform this area from a 
potential food desert into a thriving, 
accessible space for all residents.

Corktown, like many parts of our city, 
is not immune to the housing crisis. We 
face a humanitarian challenge, and it’s 
essential that we work together to find 
solutions. I’ve been actively advocating 
for support from the province and the 
federal government to address this 
crisis. Discrimination has no place in 
our community, and I’m using my voice 
to address these issues.

In my role as Chair of the Toronto Board 
of Health, I’m proud to share positive 

news about renewed commitments to 
funding our local public health units. 
This includes a restoration of cost-
sharing ratios to pre-pandemic levels, 
along with a 1% annual increase over 
the next three years. This commitment 
ensures that crucial programs delivered 
by Toronto Public Health continue to 
positively impact the health outcomes 
of our residents.

Corktown, thank you for allowing me 
the privilege of representing you at the 
City. Your concerns are my concerns, 
and together, we can continue building 
bridges, making Corktown an even 
better place for all.

If you have any issues or concerns, 
please don’t hesitate to reach out to my 
office by email at councillor_moise@
toronto.ca, phone at (416) 392-7903, or 
SMS at (647) 424-3257, or stop by the 
Constituency Office at 329 Parliament 
St, Toronto, ON.

Let’s keep building a better Corktown, 
together.

CRBA UPDATE

Beautiful Days in the 
Neighbourhood
By Veronica Lasanowski 

Earlier this year, the Corktown 
Residents and Business Association 
organized a series of community 
events in support of a cleaner, greener 
Corktown:

 » Our Corktown Community 
Clean up during the City of 
Toronto’s annual spring Clean 
Toronto Together event resulted 
in significantly improved public 
spaces, including in and around 
Sackville Playground;

 » Our free tree giveaway, part of the 
City of Toronto’s Neighbourhood 
Planting Program, provided 
375 Corktown, Riverside and 

Cabbagetown households with 
native Toronto pollinators such as 
sumacs, arrowwoods and red oaks; 

 » Our Victoria Day Green 
Block Party at Enoch Turner 
Schoolhouse and Little Trinity 
provided free refreshments and 
entertainment, locally sourced 
from neighbourhood businesses 
Fusilli, Roselle and Spaccio, among 
others.

With grateful support to the City of 
Toronto and implementing partners 
The Neighbourhood Group, the 
Waterfront Centre and Suppli, these 
events contributed more than $5,000 to 

local suppliers with sincere thanks to 
the many volunteers who came out to 
support us, come rain and shine. And 
special shout out to Hogtown Studios 
for so beautifully capturing the spirit of 
the days.

As we look ahead to 2024, we’re 
already planning a bigger spring free 
tree giveaway, and hope to be able 
to highlight other projects under 
development before too long. Thanks 
for supporting us during this hallmark 
year in our efforts to make Corktown 
an even better place to live, work and 
play, and we look forward to seeing you 
around the neighbourhood!

BEFORE AFTER
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MIXED MEDIA PRINT

RASHMI BAIRD 
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FLY FREEMAN
GLASS SCULPTURE




